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prowes and nianlynes. But as none of them is thrust forthe of his
countrey into warre againste his wyll, so women that be wyllynge to
accompany theire husbandes in times of warre be not prohibited
or letted. Yea they provoke and exhorte them to it with prayses.
And in set fylde the wyves doo stande everye one by theire owne
htisbandes syde.
Also every man is compassed next aboute with his owne children,
kinsfolkes, and aliaunce. That they, whom nature chiefely moveth to
mutual succoure, thus standynge together, maye healpe one another.
It is a great reproche and dishonesty for the husbande to come home
without his wyife, or the wyffe without her husbande, or the sonne
without his father. And th erf ore if the other part sticke so harde by
it, that the batte! come to their handes, it is fought with great
slaughter and blodshed, even to the utter destruction of both partes.
For as they make all the meanes and shyftes that maye be to kepe
themselfes from the necessitye of fyghtinge, or that they may dis-
patche the battell by their hiered soldyours: so when there is no
remedy, but that they muste neades fight themselfes, then they do
as corragiouslye fall to it, as before, whyles they myght, they did
wiselye avoyde and refuse it.
Nor they be not most fierce at the first bront. But in continuance
by litle and lytle theire fierce courage encreaseth, with so stubborne
arid obstynate myndes, that they wyll rather dye then gyve back an
ynche. For that suertye of lyvinge, whiche everye man hath at home
beinge joyned with noo carefull anxietye or remembraunce how
theire posterities shall lyve after them (for this pensifnes oftentymes
breakethe and abateth couragious stomakes) maketh them stowte and
hardye, and disdaineful to be conquered.
Moreover theire knowledge in chevalrye and feates of armes putteth
them in a good hope. Finally the wholesome and vertuous opinions,
wherein they were brought tip even from theire childhode, partely
through learnynge, and partelye throughe the good ordinaunces and
lawes of theire weale publique, augmente and encrease theire man-
full courage. By reason whereof they neither set so litle store by
their lives, that they will rasshelye and unadvisedlye caste them away:
nor they be not so farre in lewde and fond love therewith, that they
will shamefullye covete to kepe them, when honestie biddeth leave
them.
When the battel is hottest and in al places most fierce and fer-
vent, a bende of chosen and picked yong men, whiche be sworne
to live and dye togethers, take upon them, to destroye theire adver-
saries capitaine. Whome they invade, now with privy wieles, now
"by open strength. At him they strike both nere and farre of. He
is assayled with a long and a continuall assaulte, freshe men styll
commynge in the weried mens places. And seldome it chaunceth